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Aktyabinak on the He*::.. a tributary of tha Ural. 


A 6 tj^ijii^k( 50 o 15 'B, 57®a)» on the Moscow T&shkpnt railway hue about 
60,000 iphabJtants. Although the town itself covers a -wide area, it is 
composed for the most part of mud hut® situated in snail garden®. Its 
streets are wiu© hut uapaved and barely passable in bad weather, South, of 
the tow Is a very large y »1 l~d® v® loped airfield, & base for all air routes 
to UeatrpX Asia* Th© airfield its the wnst notable and interesting feature 
of the town, The ©nfcir© area around jct^blnsk is a penal area containing 
penal cajnpa, internment camps, end PW comps . After a few years in camp, the 
convicts' are allowed some measure of freedom, With the exception of the 
native KjR&afch&k all persons living in this ar©r- are prise nor a or descendants 
of prisoners. 

I ■ 

The area is sparsely inhabited but Quite fruitful and has a fairly good 

climate.: Its native resources are chrome ores, nickel ores, coa^ lima, 

aid ilabaster. Th® necessary labor for the ex -ioitation of those resource e 
•is araftjsd from the prison camps. All .construction is done* through the 
Aktyubinj&k Construction Trust. Approximately 1000 c .nvicts and German 
J?W a ,e are: placed at the disposal of this enterprise. Treatment of forced 
labor on the construction sites was generally good. Corporal punishment was 
nevoi' inflicted. A settlement is being built 10 km west of the tom for the 
large metal alloy plant. The houses afford comfortable modern living and 
present a great contrast to the primitive structures of the native 
Th@ construction of this settlement was started in the summer of 1945, ana . £n 

the fall: of 194? sufficient buildings .had been erected to hoc *0 6,000 persons,. 
The progress of construction ms somewhat delayed beca^xs of the difficulty of 
procuring materials. Thy Trust operates a brick work which delivers about 

6 milliop. bricks per year and a lime kiln which produces about '4000 tons of 
fired li$© per year. Beth plants are obsolescent end were o ©rated by 

German internees. Constoiction work wats not Interrupted dr.ring the winter 

months; walls were built rnd foundations were excavated. Often ta© w C *-k 

which nad been accomplished during th© winter months had to be torn down in 
the soring and rebuilt, because the mortal I * * * * 6 * * 9 had not set* 
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CONFB9S1M 

o 0 There is enough sand cn hairdo Foundations are built of slag from the alloy 
plant o The project uses about 1000 iaon £ iaoXu$iag 200-300 teelmiciango The 
vorlc consists of construction of housing and one factory (presumably for th© 
manufacture of motors) c 


• 9 “?* ai *&l°y pleat of Aktyubinsk, the most important industry of %a& 

is situated 10 km west of the town near the railroad line, Sever*’ 
rail copnactione load into the plant* The plant was under construction 

** oonel8tB oS * w0 P aj,ts . tae electrical cower >lrnt 

rAL^ Jf K“lT r8per '* ^ e u ?° We " plant 18 a tnemsl ^ ooo rates 

®„ * P n !f f 35 atam0B ^ore (atd). Tae boilers are fieeted with coal' 

4 Pverloado are caugat vita supplementary oil heating. Tae load of 

f b ° Ut 20 * 00 ' :; *"• *“• P«w pi.at supplies current 

rnnn!^ t l Aktyubinsk as well as for the smelting plant. There la no 

ex^ V 1 *? “f ° tfler P ° Wer plaat - *“» 4a ® PO*r is interrupted or. mm 
V ^f 1 " 3 kave t0 be iaads . power Is cut off. Once a : .«ar, the 
boilers are cleaned; tale work lasts about three days. During this piridd 
the powpr plant and the smelting pi, at do not operate. The power Inlll f * 
to tne town xs also cut off. p * 


S! P l*% , sm ^ ts down a hi & srade ferro-chromium. The chrome ores 

Sv ^ f b h Ut i° ^ fr ° n the localit -V - T *® aine is o -orated during the 

h^°' bit Si /“if WOrk 13 drafted a collet cama which 

fn tn !^ 4 8000 f t 3- “ urt Pernors . there were about 150 Goman internees 

freedom V^Tth^ 107 * 5 ^ 1 ? free worlt; tliey 0n J o .>' ed ta ® ®®“® tyre of limited 
fro! tn* i 4a f sraa ' ed Sae iocal inhabitants. About 50C0 tone ware shirked 
from tae plant every month in railroad cars belonging to the plant. The 

smelting plant has 5 electrical furnaces capable of operating with about 
3-40GU kw. There are always 4 furnaces in operation. The metal is smelted 
^ 11 b3 * oc ^6 of about 150 kg. The monthly production totals about 
30 UU t. The electric furnace si eg is used for the construction of roads 
and foundations. Th© workers, numbering about 4000, ax© drafted largely 
from the ^ nearby convict camp. Adjoining the plant there io also a camu of 
German internee e t but it Is strictly forbidden to give foreign©!'® access to 
the plant. Apert from th© free Bus si an workers, only Bu^si an prisoners 
are used as workers in the ulant. 


°* plaAt may be recognized by the one large chimney of the power plant The 
chimney is not very high* it measures about 60 m in height with a top diameter 
of about 3 m. Since th© boiler operates by means of under grate blast, the 
chimne. servos only aa an*e*lt for smoke gases and not as a channel for 
combustion gases. The smoke of th© power olant is visible over a wide area. 
From the 1 ime plant, which is 3® kia from the power plant, the latter’s 3 ok© 
is still ; clearly visible Within a radiuB of several hundred km, tibia "lunt 
is the only large industrial plant of heavy industry. . 

d. The coal for til© power plant is mined in the Kurashassai pit,, about 12 fa to 
the sout|i. The shafts are about ]Qm below gr «und and are very low, with a 
maximum height of SO cm. The rained coal is transferred by means of winches 
through shafts falling at a 45^ angle. About bOO workers ax© employed, in-* 
eluding 400 German FW*e and 200 free Hussiane. M average of 15,000 tons are 
mined per month; most of the product goes to tn« % electrics power plant. The 
coal is Qf inferior’ quality and has an aoh content of 40 to 50^ q ob1 
supplies i.rom Karashassai do not fill the needs of the plant and supplementary 
coal is brought in from Karaganda* (about 2000 tons p®T month). The Saragnda 
coal is qf ®ery good .quality. It has an ash content of only 153b. The c *~i 
area of Karaganda * - located at a distance of about 60 ) fa. Since tr-^sporta®- 
tlou difficulties are considerable, large coal dumps aro kept uand in 
order to fill needs for a jsrigd several months. 
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